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of the nails into the goddess was originally intended to
put the fear of iron into her and drive out of her the
evil temper. The villagers do not now connect the
practice with black magic (blianamati]; but the original
idea may have been in some way connected with it.
But whatever the origin, it throws an interesting
light on the driving of nails into the famous Hindenburg
statue in Berlin during the war. Evidently this is a
survival of an old pagan custom dating back to a remote
antiquity.
It is a common belief among all castes in Malabar1
that lonely places, such as cremation grounds, the sides
of tanks or groves of tamarind trees, are haunted by
11 pisachas " or evil spirits. At about the middle of the
night these evil spirits are supposed to roam about
their haunts with the intention of possessing those who
chance to pass their way. People who say that they
have seen the demon give us to understand that it has
the form of a woman, and less often of a man, while
others say that its form is too fearful to describe,
attesting that, if they could believe their eyes, they saw a
hideous and most appalling figure towering right tip to
the skies. Men are much afraid to pass through such
places between nine p.m. and three a.m,, but feel
themselves safe when they have sharp iron weapons
with them. It is supposed that the devil is afraid of
iron and goes away in a fright. A man versed in
magic, when he has to walk through such places, draws
a cabalistic figure on the earth, and inscribes on it
some mystical letters. At the centre of the figure he
plunges the pointed end of an iron knife or peg.
Having done this, he feels quite secure from the baneful
influence of evil spirits.
Sometimes a house is believed to be haunted by
some of these aerial beings. When calamities come
thick upon the inmates of a house, it is a certain sign
that it is possessed by evil spirits. In such a case the
* These notes abont Malabar were Madly given me by one
of the assistants of the Government Museum, Madras.